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READING GUIDE: ACT 1, SCENE 5 [SELECTION A]

The Diary of Anne Frank
Part A. Defining Traditions

1. Using the stage directions and dialogue on pg. 899-901, identify three traditions of Hanukkah celebrations.

2. Think of a holiday you celebrate with your family. Identify three traditions used in your celebration.

3. How are Hanukkah and your celebration similar?

4. Re-read the story of Hanukkah on pg. 899. Why might the story of Hanukkah have special meaning for the

families in hiding?
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Part B. Cause and Effect

1. Complete the chart below by identifying what Anne gave each listed character.
CHARACTER GIFT CHARACTER GIFT
Margot Mr. Van Daan
Mrs. Van Daan Peter
Mrs. Frank Dussel

2. How do Anne’s gifts reflect the reality of the families’ situation?

3. What effect do Anne’s gifts have on the group’s spirits?

4. How do you think celebrating Hanukkah would help the families deal with their situation?

5. How do the families’ circumstances influence Mr. Van Daan’s opinion about keeping a cat?
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