
Students, parents, and/or guardians: 
 

As we move into fourth quarter, we will start our next literacy text. Different from previous reading 
assignments, the class as a whole will not read one text; rather, students will be placed into book groups. 
Each book group will focus on one of the five following novels, as determined by student preference and 
parent/guardian approval. Students will work with members of their book groups to read and discuss the 
selected novel.  
 

Each novel is an award-winning, young adult novel that has been selected with the intention to build 
awareness, perspective, and empathy in young adult readers. While each of the novels is considered to be 
age-appropriate for eighth-grade readers, some of the novels do deal with mature topics. As these are 
“edgier” texts, some contain mature content (language, violence, drinking, etc.). Therefore, the eighth-grade 
literacy team wanted students and parents/guardians to review the book options together, enabling each 
student to select the text that is most appropriate and interesting for him/her. Below, a summary of each text 
is provided, granting insight into the topics and content of the text. We encourage the usage of online 
resources if more information about the text is desired.  

 

The webpage www.commonsensemedia.org is an excellent source for parents to use in order to be 
familiarized with the texts students are reading. The webpage provides “WHAT PARENTS NEED TO 
KNOW” including the educational value, positive messages, positive role models, violence usage, sex 
usage, language usage, consumerism usage, and drinking, drugs, and smoking usage for a given novel. 
We strongly encourage your usage of this website to assist in your child’s text selection! 

 

After reviewing the options, students will rank their top two preferences for book groups. In addition, we ask 
that each parent/guardian sign-off on your student’s text selections.  
 
 
Luna by Julie Anne Peters 
 
Luna follows the life of sixteen-year-old Regan as she keeps the secret of her older sister Luna's transgender 
identity. During the day, Luna pretends to be an average senior boy named Liam. But at night, Luna is allowed 
to be her true self. After years of ‘transforming’ only at night, Luna confides in her sister that she wants to 
transition into a full-time female. Luna asks Regan to help her with her transitioning and, although she 
agrees, she finds herself worried about Luna and her safety. The novel follows Regan as she makes sense of 
her sister’s decision. Despite the tensions and the negativity weighing on her choice, Luna fights for her right 
to be the person she feels that she was meant to be. Alongside her, Regan learns to stand her ground, to think 
more of herself, and discovers the person she wants to be. Luna is a sensitive, realistic look at a topic that is 
still very much misunderstood and too often silenced. Ultimately, Luna is a story of acceptance and self-love 
and about being true to yourself regardless of the cost. 
 
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 
"Speak up for yourself--we want to know what you have to say." From the first moment of her freshman year 
at Merryweather High, Melinda knows this is a big fat lie, part of the nonsense of high school. She is 
friendless, outcast, because she busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops, so now nobody will talk 
to her, let alone listen to her. As time passes, she becomes increasingly isolated and practically stops talking 
altogether. Only her art class offers any solace, and it is through her work on an art project that she is finally 
able to face what really happened at that terrible party: she was raped by an upperclassman, a guy who still 
attends Merryweather and is still a threat to her. Her healing process has just begun when she has another 
violent encounter with him. But this time Melinda fights back, refuses to be silent, and thereby achieves a 
measure of vindication. In Laurie Halse Anderson's powerful novel, an utterly believable heroine with a 
bitterly ironic voice delivers a blow to the hypocritical world of high school. She speaks for many a 
disenfranchised teenager while demonstrating the importance of speaking up for oneself. Melinda's slow 
healing process is a realistic and compelling one, and readers will cheer for her when she finally does use her 
voice. 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/


The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie 
 
Junior has more than his fair share of burdens. He was born hydrocephalic, and he lives on an Indian 
reservation where there is little hope or money, but plenty of alcoholics, including his parents. His sister 
hardly ever comes out of the basement. He gets beaten up a lot for looking weird. But he has a few things 
going for him too. He's smart, good at drawing and basketball, and, unlike his friends and relatives, he has 
ambition and hope. But when he decides to reach for more by going to a white school 22 miles away, his 
burdens grow even greater.  
 
Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian – which is 
based on the author's own experiences and coupled with drawings that reflect the character's art – 
chronicles the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the 
life he was destined to live. 
 
All American Boys by Terreece Clarke 
 
All American Boys is a young adult novel that looks at a specific instance of police brutality from the 
perspectives of two high school classmates: Rashad, who is savagely beaten by a local policeman who 
(wrongly) suspects him of shoplifting and assaulting a white woman, and Quinn, who sees the beating and 
initially pretends he didn't. It's a fictional reflection of real-life police encounters with young black men that 
ended badly. Each boy must decide what kind of life he will live going forward, as the shock waves of a police 
beating shake them and everyone around them to the core. 
 
Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine 
 
Caitlin has Asperger's. The world according to her is black and white; anything in between is confusing. 
Before, when things got confusing, Caitlin went to her older brother, Devon, for help. But Devon was killed in 
a school shooting, and Caitlin's dad is so distraught that he is just not helpful. Caitlin wants everything to go 
back to the way things were, but she doesn't know how to do that. Then she comes across the word closure--
and she realizes this is what she needs. And in her search for it, Caitlin discovers that the world may not be so 
black and white after all. The book's message is a poignant one:  Every character is trying to overcome grief, 
develop empathy, and show tolerance for others. Ultimately, the entire community learns that problems and 
frustrations can be avoided "by getting inside someone's head," and better understanding him. 
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